
ANNUAL REPORT 
June 2007 – June 2008

Annual Report    Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region 
June 2007- June 2008 
 

 

 

 

   

 
 

                      
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL REPORT JUNE 2007 - JUNE 
2008 

REPLACEMENT WASTE MANAGEMENT 
PLAN



i  

Annual Report    Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region 
June 2007- June 2008 

 

 

 

Brief 1 

Executive Summary....................................................................................................2 

Highlights Year 2.......................................................................................................9 

Part One Statistical Information ..............................................................................12 

Waste Generation and Collection.............................................................................13 

1.0 Total Waste Collection and Generation ..............................................................13 

1.1 Household Waste Generation ..........................................................................14 

1.2 Waste Collection Household Level..................................................................15 

1.2.1 The Collection system.......................................................................15 

1.2.2 Households Availing of a Waste Collection Service..........................15 

1.3 Uncollected Household Waste. ........................................................................16 

1.4 Commercial and Industrial Waste Generation..................................................17 

1.5 Priority Waste Streams....................................................................................17 

1.5.1  Construction and Demolition Waste ( C&D Waste). ........................18 

1.5.2 Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment(WEEE) .........................18 

1.5.3 End of Life Vehicles (ELVS)............................................................21 

2.0 Waste Recovery and Recycling .....................................................................22 

2.1 Introduction.....................................................................................................22 

2.2 Household Recycling Rate ..............................................................................22 

2.3 Commercial & Industrial Recycling ................................................................25 

2.4 Municipal Waste Recovery .............................................................................25 

2.5 Priority Wastes................................................................................................26 

2.5.1 Construction & Demolition Waste Recovery.....................................26 

2.5.2 Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE).........................27 

2.5.3 End of Life Vehicles .........................................................................27 

2.6 Organic Waste.................................................................................................28 

2.7     Energy Recovery............................................................................................29 

Part Two Narrative Report: .....................................................................................33 

3 Infrastructural Development ............................................................................34 

3.1 Introduction.....................................................................................................34 

3.2 Bring banks.....................................................................................................34 

3.3 Recycling Centres ...........................................................................................35 

3.4 Landfill Development .....................................................................................37 

4.0 Awareness/Waste Prevention/Training & Education ....................................39 

4.1 Introduction .......................................................................................................39 

4.2 Prevention Awareness .....................................................................................39 

4.2.1 Limerick City Council & Limerick County Council joint events .......40 

5.2.1 Limerick City Council ......................................................................40 

4.2.2 Limerick County Council..................................................................42 

4.2.3 Kerry County Council.......................................................................44 

4.2.4   Clare County Council ......................................................................45 

4.2.5 Green Schools Campaign..................................................................47 

4.2.6  Regional Awareness Initiatives. ........................................................47 

4.2.7 Waste Minimisation for Business and Industry................................................48 

4.3 Prevention Projects..........................................................................................52 

4.3.1 Local Authority Prevention Demonstration (LAPD) ................................52 



Annual Report    Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region 
June 2007- June 2008 
 

 

 

 
ii  of 69 

 

 

    

 

 

4.3.2 Green Fáilte Awards Scheme............................................................55 

5 Closed Landfills ...............................................................................................57 

5.1    Introduction ....................................................................................................57 

5.1.1 Register of Closed Landfill in the Limerick/Clare /Kerry Region ......57 

6.0 Enforcement .................................................................................................60 

6.1 Introduction.....................................................................................................60 

6.2 Waste Permits .................................................................................................60 

6.3 Waste Collection Permits ................................................................................61 

6.4  Enforcement Task Group ...............................................................................62 

7.0 Summary ......................................................................................................65 

8.0      Conclusion ....................................................................................................68 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1  of  44 

Annual Report    Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region 
June 2007- June 2008 

 

Brief 

 

 

The Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government published an updated 

policy Document in 2004 namely Waste Management Taking Stock and Moving Forward. A 

recommendation (Key Point 13 ) of this policy was for local authorities to adopt a systematic 

and regular assessment of how well their waste management  plan is being implemented. 

 

In order to ensure a sharper focus on the implementation of waste management plans, local 

authorities will be required to: - 

 

• Set out in their plans key actions that are to be delivered in each of the plan’s five 

years, and 

• Prepare, within three months of the end of each year, an annual report on 

implementation. 

 

The Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government issued a circular to 

Local Authorities on the 31st July 2008  WPPR 17/08 which has a outlined a format for annual 

implementation reports on Waste Management Plans. The suggested two-part report should 

consist of the following:- 

 

 

• Statistical Report : Details of Waste Generation and Management of the Municipal 

Stream 

 

• Narrative Report : Progress Report on Plan Targets. 

 

 

This suggested format is followed in the preparation of this 2nd Annual Report.
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Executive Summary 

 

 

Introduction 

 

This is the second annual report for the Replacement Waste Management Plan 2006-2011 

for the Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region and the report show a very active and effective year for 

the Limerick/Clare/Kerry region.  

 

How Much waste is produced in the Region? 

 

Waste generation has declined in most sectors with the exception being Commercial & 

Industrial waste which has grown a rate greater than economic growth 

Waste Generation Per Sector 2004-2008. 

 

 

 

The decline in growth in volume output in the Construction & Demolition Sector is reflected in 

the decreasing tonnages of  Construction and Demolition Waste. 

 

Household Waste Generation per person 

 

Household waste generation in the region when measured in kilogrammes per person and 

2007 has continued to show a decrease in waste arising per person, well below the 2006 

EPA national indicator of 470kgs per person 

 

 

Waste Type 2004 Tonnes 2005 Tonnes 2006 Tonnes 2007 Tonnes Increase or 

decrease since 

2006 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Total Household Waste 

169,039 171,005 160,270 159994 

-2.98% 

Litter & Street Cleansing 5,358 3636 3450 4290 
24.35% 

Commercial & Industrial Waste 196,694 198,244 209,702 239,158 
14.05% 

Total 952,506 1,334,246 1,423,194 1,386369 -2.59% 
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 Household and commercial waste collection in this region is predominantly collected by the 

private sector. Whilst we are satisfied with the overall regional figure, there may be some 

discrepancies in the individual Local Authority areas due to some confusion as to the precise 

boundaries.   

The table below indicates the household waste arisings per person:- 

 

* The major collector in Clare could not provide accurate data for Clare in 2006 but the 2007 

figures are more accurate as they are based on new pay by weight recording system. 

 

Uncollected Household Waste 

 

Only 63% of the households in the region are now signed up to a waste collection but the 

quantity of uncollected household waste in the region has dropped due to use of the 2006 

survey results to assist in the more accurate calculation of uncollected household figure. 

 

 

Recycling Rates  

 

Recycling rates in the region have continued to grow since 2004 with regional household 

recycling rates having reached 28%  in 2007 and the municipal recycling rate running at 50%. 

Kerry has also seen the introduction of the first C& D recycling facility in the region.  The 

following table summarises the household recycling trends for 2006 & 2007. 

 

 

 

YEAR 

Limerick 

City 

Limerick 

County 

Kerry 

County 

Clare 

County 

Regional 

figures 

Kilogrammes of Waste 

per person 2004 548 351 450 416 424 

Kilogrammes of Waste 

per person 2006 368 307 417 *431 384 

Kilogrammes of Waste  

per person 2007 427 286 417 336 367 
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Household Recycling Rates 

Year Limerick 

City 

Limerick 

County 

Kerry 

County 

Clare 

County 

Region 

2006 25.5% 25.2% 21.3% 23.6% 23% 

Recycling Rate 

(%) 

23% 29% 23% 35% 28% 

 

Waste collected from Bring Banks and Recycling Centres has had the greatest influence on 

the increased household recycling rate.  The trend shown above is very encouraging and 

compares favourably to the national household recycling rate of 22.2% in 2006.  

 

Priority Wastes 

The European Union identified nine priority waste streams and these include streams such as 

Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE), End of Life Vehicles (ELVs), 

Construction and Demolition Waste and Tyres. The report focuses on areas where progress 

is on going. 

 

• WEEE – the region has exceeded the national WEEE collection level of 8.7kgs per head 

to reach 9.6kgs per head. 

• ELV – the region now has 13 Authorised Treatment Facilities for ELVs 

• C&D – One new C& D recycling facility has been installed. 

Infrastructural Developments 

The Replacement Waste Management Plan made recommendations for the expansion of the 

existing waste infrastructure with continued emphasis on recycling facilities.  The specific 

developments since 2007 are outlined below: - 

 

• 1 additional bring banks 

• 2 additional recycling centres 

• >700,000 tonnes of landfill capacity 

• Significant interest in thermal treatment 

• No progress on biological treatment facilities. 
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Many of the infrastructural targets are on schedule but evidence indicates that there are 

going to be difficulties in finding suitable sites for bring banks going forward. The renewed 

interest in developing thermal treatment facilities in the region is a welcome development and 

it is hoped that this will secure a facility for the region going forward. The need for biological 

facilities to process organic waste has been deferred to 2009 due to court appeal case which 

pushed out the 3rd bin introduction dates to 2009. 

 

Prevention and Awareness 

The Replacement Plan sets targets for continued waste prevention awareness and general 

waste awareness. The awareness officers in the region have been involved in many 

campaigns to achieve the regional targets for 2007-2008 and the following are the main 

highlights: - 

 

o Waste Awareness Days 

o Schools Waste Prevention Events 

o Public lectures on Waste prevention 

o Composting Workshops/Information Evenings 

o Regional “Slim your bin leaflet” 

o Regional “ Real Nappy leaflet” 

o 198 Schools have achieved Green Flag Status. 

 

Commercial and Industrial Minimisation Projects 

 

Many initiatives for waste minimisation in the workplace have taken place over the last year 

with the efforts of the waste minimisation officer being concentrated in the following areas: - 

 

• Skillnets Links 

• Annual Forum 

• Company site visits 

• Biannual newsletters 

• Presentations to Chambers of Commerce, Universities and Institutes of technology 

as wells as Enterprise Boards 

• Supply Network Shannon 

• Seeking Cleaner Greener Production Programme Funding 
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Major Prevention Projects 

 

 Local Authority Prevention Demonstration Project (LAPD) 

This region was granted 75 % funding of over !440,000 in June 2006 for a 30-month project 

entitled New Integrated Prevention Project (NIPP) by the EPA in the first phase of the Local 

Authority Prevention Demonstration Project.  There are four projects running in the region 

 

• Limerick County Council in partnership with the University of Limerick has 

embarked on a paper reduction project. 

 

• Limerick City Council has embarked on a very interesting initiative, which has two 

distinct phases to it. The first in conjunction with Sisk Building Contractors is 

monitoring the waste management practices of a large-scale construction project in 

the heart of Limerick City. The second phase of this project is to work with the newly 

opened Marriott Hotel, retailers and householders once in occupation to reduce 

waste and promote waste prevention.  

 

• Clare County Council in Conjunction with the Skycourt Shopping Centre has 

embarked on an initiative aimed at “Wise Waste Management”.  

 

• Kerry County Council and Kerry Airport is developing a waste action plan as part 

of LAPD. Kerry Airport is a small regional airport operating in a very competitive 

market and successfully growing its passenger numbers.  

 

The progress on this programmes has been significant progress in 2007 and some of 

milestones are highlighted below: 

 A reduction of 13% in paper consumption within LCC 

 A Dean’s Council decision in UL to encourage all coursework and these to be 

duplex printed 

 Collation of waste data from Sisk Savoy Development 

 Waste Audits & characterisation of mixed waste at an apartment block 

 A 27% reduction in waste to landfill in the Skycourt Shopping centre 

 Introduction of Organic Waste Collection in the Skycourt. 

 Extensive monitoring of water consumption at Kerry Airport 

 Recommendations to the Board on Energy Saving measures. 
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Green Hospitality  Awards Scheme 

 

This scheme encourages member companies in the hospitality sector to implement and 

develop environmental management systems, with a particular focus on waste, energy and 

water. Many hotels and restaurants participated in the region in 2007, silver and bronze 

awards were achieved 

 2 Silver Awards 

 11 Bronze Awards 

 

Enforcement 

 

The enforcement efforts in the region have continued to increase since 2006 with the 

introduction of new regulations in 2007 and early 2008 these have added increased 

responsibilities to the enforcement units in the region. The number of Facility Permits has 

decreased in the region due to the decline in the Construction Sector. Waste Collection 

Permits are required by persons involved in the collection and movement of waste as 

described in the European Waste Catalogue and include such things as bulky waste, 

household waste, hazardous waste and construction and demolition waste. The Waste 

Collection Permits issued have increased to 509 in 2008. There is a continued increase in the 

number of enforcement notices issued and also in cases pursued in the courts particularly in 

connection with illegal end of life vehicle facilities, waste movement and illegal disposal 

activities. 

Closed Landfills 

 

A draft inventory of closed landfills in operation or closed between 1977 and 1997 was 

prepared for the region for last year’s report consisting 49 facilities which are being 

investigated in accordance with the EPA Code of Practice for Risk Assessment for 

Unregulated Waste Disposal Sites and some sites now have been assigned a Risk Rating. 

 

Next Steps 

 

The regional steering group realises that progress must continue over the next year and 

efforts will be concentrated in the following areas: - 

 

 Awareness for business industry and households on introduction of the 3rd bin 

 Notifying the public of their recycling achievements 
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 Completing the Local Authority Prevention Demonstration Programme 

 Continued prevention awareness for business industry & housholds 

 Hitting the targets for the green hospitality awards 

 Additional recycling facilties 

 Ecnouraging the private sector to develop 

o C & D recycling facilities 

o Biological treatment facilities 

o Thermal treatment facilities 

 Researching New Thermal Treatment Technologies 

 Building on the continuous activities of the enforcement Units. 

 

 

Comments 

 

Considerable progress has been made in meeting the targets of the Replacement Waste 

Management Plan 2006.  Nevertheless, significant challenges remain particularly in siting 

new waste infrastructure.  The local authorities in the region will also be taking cognisance of 

the progress of Minister Gormley’s Waste Review.
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Highlights Year 2 

 

The targets for the major treatment options in the plan are: 

Recycling  45% 

Energy Recovery 41% 

Landfill Disposal 14% 

 

Significant progress has been made in the Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region since the first report 

in 2007. 

• 6% Increase in the household recycling rate 

• Another Recycling Centre opened 

• WEEE recycling targets meet National Recycling Levels 

• More ATFs permitted in Limerick & Kerry 

• A further increase in the municipal recycling rate 

• Completion of new landfill cells. 

• Major Achievements in Waste Prevention Targets 

• Successful Education and Awareness Programmes 

• Enforcement action on the up and up 

• Interest in thermal treatment projects is growing 

• Establishment of a Construction & Demolition Waste Recycling Facility 

 

Unfortunately there are some areas where little or no progress has been made and the main 

obstacles are defined as: - 

• Lack of suitable sites for Bring Banks 

• Lack of Facilities for Treatment of Biological Waste 

• Court Agreement for Deferral of Collection Commencement of Segregated 

Organic Collection 
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Introduction 
 

This is second Annual Report for the Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region. The Local Authorities of 

Limerick City Council, Limerick County Council, Clare County Council and Kerry County 

Council jointly agreed to prepare a Replacement Waste Management Plan which was 

published in June 2006. 

 

The emphasis in the Replacement Waste Management Plan shifts the focus from recycling to 

moving further up the hierarchy and concentrates on prevention, minimisation and reduction 

of waste but does include more stringent recycling targets. Measurement of recycling targets 

is a readily quantifiable task as compared with measuring prevention that is not so easily 

measured as it is quantifying waste that potentially would have been produced.  

 

The first report showed significant developments in household and commercial recycling as 

well as moving towards the prevention although some of the early targets have not been 

achieved. 

 

There is a decrease in total waste arising for the first time since the introduction of Waste 

Management Plans and we hope to see this trend continue. In general waste arisings have 

increased in parallel with economic growth. However 2007 saw an economic growth rate of 

under 5% (GNP) so the break of the link of waste growth to economic growth is noteworthy 

but it must be remembered that Construction & Demolition waste had a major influence on 

these figures. 

 

Implementation of The Replacement Waste Management Plan needs to concentrate on 

targeting minimisation at household and business levels so as to reduce the arisings per 

person/household and per employee. 

 

The policies of the Replacement Waste Management Plan prioritise prevention as a key 

focus area and then have set targets for each of the major treatment options as follows: - 

 

• Recycling  45% 

• Thermal Treatment 41% 

• Disposal  14% 
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The Replacement Waste Management Plan also sets out a number of primary and secondary 

key performance indicators which are demonstrated through out the report to indicate the 

progress on implementation of the plan.  This report will makes comparisons with the Service 

indicators in Local Authorities were relevant. Local Authority Service Indicator Reports have 

been produced since 2005 and the aim of the process is to measure performance by local 

authorities across a range of indicators. The Environment section of the report covers the 

important aspects of waste management. The indicators provide a year-on-year record of 

Local Authority performance and also a comparison with other Local Authorities. 

   

CHALLENGE 

The biggest challenge for the region in the years ahead will be meeting the landfill diversion 

targets which has been emphasised by the Minister of DEHLG in his August Brown Bin 

Circular (reference WPPR 17/08) dated 31st July 2008. The Minister requests that local 

authorities “ accelerate the implementation of the National Strategy on Biodegradable waste 

and in particular the roll-out of the brown bin source segregated collection systems for 

organic waste in order to drive the diversion of biodegradable municipal waste from landfill”. 

The targets set out in the National Strategy for organic waste are also included in the 

Replacement Waste Management Plan. 

 

The interest in Thermal Treatment had increased momentum over the last few months and it 

is hoped that this will materialise into more concrete proposals in the years ahead. 

 

It is also to be noted that the boundary of Limerick City was extended by Ministerial order and 

this amounted to a shift of approximately 7000 in population from Limerick County to Limerick 

City and this has had some effect on the figures for Limerick County and Limerick City.  
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Part One: 

Statistical Information 
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Waste Generation and Collection   

1.0 Total Waste Collection and Generation 

The Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region recognises that the nature of waste management continues 

to change at a fast pace. The reporting of waste statistics has improved significantly over the 

years and the regional waste management office has put considerable efforts into verifying 

the results reported annually. In 2008 the Regional Waste Management Office visited all the 

waste collectors with greater than 2000 household clients to verify their annual report results. 

However, achieving consistency of reporting still requires improvement over the coming 

years. The primary responsibility for the accuracy of information remains with major waste 

collectors. In reviewing the detail of this report it should be noted that all waste figures quoted 

are calculations derived from the Annual Reports from the Major Waste Collectors and the 

EPA National Database Returns from the Individual Local Authorities. 

Table 1.1 outlines the total waste generation for the region for 2004, 2005, 2006 & 2007   

Waste Type 2004 Tonnes 2005 Tonnes 2006 Tonnes 2007 Tonnes Increase or 
decrease since 

2006 

Household Waste Collected by 
or on behalf of LA includes 
private sector collectors 

116,561 114,231 102,533 96,423 

 
Household Waste delivered to 
Civic Amenity sites/Recycling 
Centres 

3978 5978 10,825 13416 

 
Bring Bank Waste 5802 7030 7953 8218 

 
Other Household Waste & 
Home Composted Waste 

3080 2727 3726 24197 

 
Estimate of uncollected Waste 39,618 41039 35,233 17,440 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Total Household Waste 

169,039 171,005 160,270 159994 

-2.98% 

Litter & Street Cleansing 5,358 3636 3450 4290 

24.35% 
Commercial & Industrial Waste 196,694 198,244 209,702 239,158 

14.05% 
C& D Waste 
(* All C&D waste was not being 

recorded) 

*580,960 961,362 1,049,772 987431 

-5.94% 
Ash & Incinerator Residues 
(** No Further results so not 

included in total calculation) 

**(233,619)  -   

Mining And Quarry Waste -  -   

Healthcare waste 455  -   

Total 952,506 1,334,246 1,423,194 1,386369 -2.59% 
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The main changes in the overall figures are as follows:- 

• Increase in waste delivered to Civic Amenity Sites & Bring Banks 

• Decrease in home composting 

• Decrease in Quantity of uncollected waste 

• Increase in Quantity of Commercial Waste 

• Decrease in Quantity of Construction & Demolition Waste. 

 

 

1.1 Household Waste Generation  

 

Table 1.2 Kilogrammes of waste generated per person-Primary Key Performance 

Indicator 

The key performance indicator for household waste is to examine the waste generation per 

person so this is calculated on Table 1.2 as follows.  The major waste collectors still have  

some difficulties defining the borders between Limerick City and Clare and Limerick City and 

Limerick County which can effect the overall result. So in this case the regional figure may 

still be the most meaningful figure. 

Table 1.2  Household Waste Generation per person 

 

 

* The major collector in Clare could not provide accurate data for Clare in 2006 but the 2007 

figures are more accurate as they are based on new pay by weight recording system 

 

The EPA national indicator for waste arising per person in 2006 was 470kgs per person per 

annum (as per National Waste Report 2006) and it is evident from the above results that the 

regional figure for 2007 at 367kgs per person is well below this figure  and there is an overall 

YEAR 
Limerick 
City 

Limerick 
County 

Kerry 
County 

Clare 
County 

Regional 
figures 

Kilogrammes of Waste 
per person 2004 548 351 450 416 424 
Kilogrammes of Waste 
per person 2006 368 307 417 *431 384 
Kilogrammes of Waste  
per person 2007 427 286 417 336 367 
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decrease of greater than 5% from the 2006 figures issued. As the prevention programme 

continues in the region it is hoped that further reductions will be achieved in the years ahead. 

1.2 Waste Collection Household Level 

Household Waste in the Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region is collected, treated and disposed of 

through an integrated system and now all persons signed up to a system have access to a 

dry recyclable service and 2009 will se the role out of the third bin organic waste collection 

system.  

1.2.1 The Collection system 

The household waste that is generated is segregated at source by the householder into bins 

and/or bags so and two separate streams are produced; one for recycling and one for 

disposal. Bags are no longer going to be used in this region except in appropriate 

circumstances by the end of 2009 and the third bin for organic waste will be introduced for 

households in Sept 2009 for 20% of those signed up to the service. These wastes are 

collected either on alternate weeks or in dual-compartment-trucks. The residual waste is 

either brought directly to landfill or is processed through a mechanical treatment system and 

the resultant waste is either Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF), which is exported to Sweden or 

residual waste destined for landfill. 

 

 The segregated dry recyclables are further sorted and shipped as single stream green 

wastes to destinations throughout Europe and Asia for recovery, details of which are noted 

on the annual returns from the major waste collectors. Almost 18% of households signed up 

to a service avail of a  service by the Local Authorities i.e  the Kerry Local Authorities. All 

other householders signed up to service are being serviced by the private sector. Less than 

200 households signed up to a service in the region are not provided with dry recyclable 

collection and therefore this indicates that 99% of households signed up to a service have dry 

recyclable collection and this compares favourably with Local Government Service indicator 

E6 (Households provided with a dry recyclable collections) which indicates a median average 

of 98% for the local authorities who are service providers. 

1.2.2 Households Availing of a Waste Collection Service. 

There is no change in the regional figure of those signed up to a service but there is a change 

in that there is an increase in those availing of a service in Kerry and a decrease in those 

availing of a service in County Limerick and Clare. The main reason for dropping out of the 
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service is the cost of the service. Kerry County Council has marketed its new pay-by-use 

system successfully with an increase in the numbers of participants to the service. 

 

Table 1.3 Number of households and percentage of households signed up to a service. 

 

 

The results of the 2006 survey have shown that many householders are going directly to 

landfill, transfer stations and civic amenity sites.  

1.3 Uncollected Household Waste. 

Uncollected Household waste has dropped by 50% from 35,233 tonnes in 2006  to 17440 in 

2007 and this is well below the 2004 baseline rate set at 39,618 tonnes. The 2007 figure 

indicates a 55% fall in uncollected waste from the 2004 baseline figure. This is a very 

welcome figure as less uncollected waste the less likely the issue of illegal dumping is to 

arise 

Table 1.4 Bin Charges 

Year Price Range Average Price 

2005 !320-!450 !370 

2006 !338-!490 !390 

2007 !350-!520 !405 

 

The average cost of waste disposal for householders  is increasing even though some 

householders do get a reduction based on weight of their residual bin. In 2009 we will 

Households Limerick 

City Council 

Limerick County 

Council 

Clare 

County 

Council 

Kerry County 

Council 

Regional 

Figures  

Number of Households in the LA 

(Source CSO 2006 figures) 

19,550 44,675 38,210 48,110 150,545 

2006 Number of households 

signed up to a service. 16991 25,300 22,285 25,683 90259 

2007 Number of households 

signed up to a service. 16949 23,777 21,920 26273 88919 

2006 Results expressed as a 

percentage 87% 57% 58% 53% 63% 

2007 Results expressed as a 

percentage 87% 53% 57% 55% 63% 
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examine the effect on price of the introduction of the third bin but he conditions of the Waste 

Collection Permits state that the collectors should incentivize the householders to use the 

organic bin. 

 

The illegal dumping issue is being targeted at specific areas over the coming months and the 

effectiveness of this will be measured when a follow up survey is carried out. 

1.4 Commercial and Industrial Waste Generation. 

 

The quantity of commercial and industrial waste generated in the Limerick/Clare/Kerry 

Region has increased from 209,702  to 239,158 Tonnes in 2007. This waste consists 

mainly of mixed commercial and industrial waste and separately collected fractions. This 

figure should be reasonably accurate this year as in the Annual Returns from the permitted 

waste collectors and hauliers the region ensured the waste collected at transfer stations 

was tracked separately and hence the double counting that was possible in previous years 

has now been eliminated. The Irish economy grew by 5.3% in 2007, exactly in line with the 

post-millennium trend but the waste growth in this area has superseded economic growth 

and hence is a factor that will have to be investigated further.  

 

The key performance indicator for Commercial & Industrial waste for the Replacement Waste 

Management Plan is the quantity of Commercial and Industrial Waste generated per 

employee. The 2006 figure is 1093kgs/employee and so that indicates an overall decrease of 

6.5% per employee based on an employment rate of 191,942 people. The 2007 figure has 

risen back up to 1165kgs/employee based on an employment rate of 205,233 people for the 

region. As stated earlier the 2007 figure is a more accurate reflection of the generation rate of 

commercial and industrial waste but we have not broken the trend in this sector of waste 

growth paralleling economic growth. 

 
Substantial effort has taken place in the region over the year to further impact on waste 

prevention and segregation in this sector and this programme is outlined in Part 2. 

 

1.5 Priority Waste Streams. 

The European Union has identified the following as priority waste streams: 

• Construction & Demolition Waste  

• Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
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• End of Life Vehicles 

• Batteries 

• Healthcare Waste  

• Packaging Waste 

• Polychlorinated Biphenyls (Transformers/Capacitors) 

• Tyres 

• Waste oils 

In what follows only the streams which have had undergone significant changes since the 

plan was published will be discussed. 

1.5.1  Construction and Demolition Waste ( C&D Waste). 

Construction and Demolition waste arisings in the region have decreased in 2007 compared 

with 2006 by 6% to just under 1 million tonne. This mirrors the decline in volume output in the 

construction sector that was dropping by the end of 2007, mainly in the residential sector. 

This trend is likely to continue during 2008 as current statistics show a further decline in the 

volume output in the construction sector for 2008. As a result of the Local Authority 

Demonstration Project this region hopes to influence the trends of growth and decline of 

waste in accordance with volume output by introducing prevention techniques, indicators and 

benchmarks for the industry to work with so as this sector can monitor waste generation 

during the build.    

1.5.2 Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment(WEEE) 

 

The government introduced regulations in August 2005 to ensure handling of WEEE waste in 

an environmentally sound manner. These regulations Waste Management (Waste Electronic 

and Electrical Equipment) Regulations, 2005 introduced a one-to-one take back system when 

purchasing electrical items. This collection system has been simplified as all major civic 

amenity sites/recycling centres accept  WEEE in the Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region  

 

A levy was also introduced on all electrical and electronic equipment known as the European 

Recycling Fund (ERF) and this is charged when purchasing these items. The levy is 

designed to pay for the collection and recovery of take back items. The regulations 

introduced a registration system for retailers and a compliance scheme for producers and 

importers.  A new set of draft regulations for WEEE have been prepared for public 

consultation and changes to the levy are expected as a result of these regulations. The 

Minister of Environment, Heritage & Local Government introduced targets for WEEE 

collection at the time of introduction of the regulations The principal target was to recycle 
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4kgs per head of WEEE waste by 2008. In the table that follows there is breakdown of the 

types of waste collected at both the local Authority Sites and by retailers and the biggest 

tonnage of WEEE for disposal is Large domestic items such as cookers, washing machines 

and dryers and thes would tend to be quite heavy. 

Table 1.5 WEEE Collection Jan 2007-Dec 2007 

Limerick City & Limerick 
County CRT IT LDA 

LDA 
COLD OTHER TOTAL 

GORTADROMA LANDFILL 24.2 6.6 39.1 25.8 43.2 138.9 

HEGARTY 166.8 4.0 483.0 273.4 14.8 942.1 
KILMALLOCK 69.2 13.4 175.4 79.3 108.8 446.0 
MUNGRET CIVIC AMENITY 
SITE 66.2 25.5 66.3 29.8 141.4 329.2 

NEWCASTLE WEST 59.0 14.7 154.8 54.9 86.0 369.4 

PARK ROAD DEPOT 58.2 28.0 6.0 5.9 98.0 196.2 

Total Civic amenities 443.6 92.3 924.7 469.1 492.3 2421.8 
Total Retailers  47.0 1.7 207.7 79.5 80.3 404.9 

Total LIMERICK 490.5 93.9 1132.4 548.6 572.5 2826.7 

 

 

 

Clare County  
CRT IT LDA 

LDA 
COLD OTHER TOTAL 

ENNIS RECYCLING CENTRE 129.7 45.5 160.2 58.4 248.5 642.5 

INAGH LANDFILL 90.0 18.9 151.4 74.4 102.8 437.4 
LISDEEN CIVIC AMENITY 
SITE 28.1 6.9 79.8 29.1 48.3 192.2 
SCARIFF CIVIC AMENITY 
SITE 31.4 10.9 40.8 23.8 55.1 162.0 

SHANNON RECYCLING 
CENTRE 24.0 7.9 8.4 6.4 57.6 104.3 

Total Civic amenities 303.3 90.0 440.7 192.1 512.3 1538.4 

Total Retailers 23.3 5.7 393.8 110.9 50.0 583.6 

Total CLARE 326.5 95.7 834.5 303.0 562.3 2122.0 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kerry County 
CRT IT LDA 

LDA 
COLD OTHER TOTAL 
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CAHERCIVEEN 23.2 2.0 87.3 32.5 38.7 183.7 

KENMARE 18.3 6.5 96.6 27.3 45.0 193.7 

KILLARNEY (COOLCASLAGH) 24.8 2.4 130.6 33.6 36.4 227.7 

MILLTOWN 54.0 11.3 232.1 62.2 85.0 444.5 

NORTH KERRY LANDFILL 113.2 25.5 232.1 117.5 152.6 640.8 

Total Civic amenities 233.5 47.6 778.6 273.0 357.8 1690.4 
KWD RECYCLING (MD 
O'SHEA CONSOLIDATION 
POINT) 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.4 0.0 4.4 

Total Consolidation 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.4 0.0 4.4 

Total Retailers 25.4 1.4 416.6 122.1 61.6 627.1 

Total KERRY 258.9 49.0 1195.2 399.5 419.3 2321.9 
 

Explanatory Details of  Waste Types 

CRT Cathode Ray Tubes 

IT Information & Technology Equipment 

LDA Large Domestic Appliances 

LDA Cold Large Refrigerated Domestic Appliances 

Other Items not mentioned above mainly small items hoovers, hair dyers, toasters etc.. 

 

Using the totals from the above tables and comparing with previous years Table 1.6 shows 

that the Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region is well above the National Target of 4kgs/inhabitant and 

in line with national figure which now stands at 8.7kgs per head. This figure is close to the 

European study figure which indicated that WEEE generation per inhabitant was in the range 

of 12-20kgs/head per annum. 

Table 1.6  WEEE waste collected per inhabitant Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region. 

Year Limerick City and 
County kgs/head 

Clare County 
kgs/head 

Kerry County 
kgs/head 

Regional 
figures 

2005-2006 3.9 6.5 5.4 5.3 
2006-2007 3.7 6.9 6.2 5.6 
2007 6.5 8.1 7.0 7.2 
2008 to date 8.6 11.02 9.3 9.6 
 

The 2008 figures have been boosted by the hosting of open days by the European Recycling 

Platform and these were facilitated by the Local authorities. Collection were held at the 

following locations in each Local Authority Area and were very successful with great public 

participation.  Large Domestic Appliances, T.Vs and Computers were the most popular items 

dropped off. 

 

 

Table 1.7  WEEE Open Days Locations 2008. 

Limerick City & County Clare County Kerry County 
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Foynes Bishop’s Quarter Beach, 
Ballyvaughan 

Ballybunnion 

Glin Crag Car Park Crag 
Caves 

Castleisland 

King’s Island Killaloe Mart Tanvalla Industrial 
Est, Listowel 

Heritage Centre Adare Kilrush Dingle 
Rath House Hotel 
Rathkeale 

Lisdoonvarna Tralee Marts 

 Miltown Malbay  

 

1.5.3 End of Life Vehicles (ELVS). 

 

The end of life vehicle regulations were introduced in June 2006 and these imposed 

substantial obligations on local authorities in terms of registration, administration, modification 

of permits, inspection and enforcement. The Waste Management (End of Life Vehicle) 

Regulations 2006 are designed to allow individuals to bring their end of life vehicles to an 

Authorized Treatment Facility (ATF) for recycling free of charge.  The number of ATFS in the 

region has grown since 2006 and the car manufacturers have now recognized that there is 

need to contract with a permitted ATF to complete the registration process. The table 

following indicates the level of activity in this sector. 

Table 1.5 Authorized Treatment Facilities in the Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region 

 

Local Authority Area Number of ATFS Number of 

Applications awaiting 

a decision 

Limerick City Council  2 0 

Limerick County Council 2 10 

Kerry County Council 9 5 

Clare County Council  0 1 

 

If the Clare facility received authorization then the region should have adequate cover to deal 

with current ELV arisings. 
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2.0 Waste Recovery and Recycling 

2.1 Introduction 

The overall recycling target for the Limerick/Clare/Kerry region in the Replacement Waste 

Management Plan is 45% by 2013. There has been further increase in the recycling rates in 

the region from 2006 to 2007 and hence the region is moving closer to the targets set out in 

the plan. 

2.2 Household Recycling Rate 

In the following tables the recycling rates for 2006 & 2007 are shown.  In the household 

recycling rate is a key performance indicator for the Replacement Waste Management Plan.   

Table 2.1 Recycling rate for households in 2006  

2006 

Waste Source Limerick City Limerick County Kerry Clare Region 

Bring Banks 
1,229 2,213 2,869 1,642 7,953 

Recycling Centre 
530 3,627 2,162 4,506 10,825 

Kerbside 
3,007 4,588 6,418 4,757 18,770 

Total Recycled (Tonnes) 
4,766 10,428 11,449 10,905 37,548 

Collected waste 
12,635 19,800 21,332 21,433 75,200 

Home Composting 
360 600 1,800 966 3,726 

Uncollected Waste 
929 8,934 15,826 9,544 35,233 

Landfill direct 
0 1,509 3,761 3,293 8,563 

Total Arisings (Tonnes) 
18,690 41,271 54,168 46,141 160,270 

Recycling Rate (%) 
25.5% 25.2% 21.3% 23.6% 23% 
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Table 2.2 Recycling rate for households in 2007  

 

2007 

Waste Source Limerick City Limerick County Kerry Clare Region 

Bring Banks 938 2266 3107 1907 8218 

Recycling Centre 1001 4951 2228 5236 13416 

Kerbside 3328 4628 8638 5945 22539 

Total Recycled 
(Tonnes) 5267 11845 13973 13088 44173 

Collected waste 14147 20330 24385 15022 73884 

Home Composting 326 980 600 990 2896 

Uncollected Waste 2682 4456 5931 4671 17740 

Landfill direct & via 
Transfer Station 0 2629 15159 3513 21301 

Total Arisings (Tonnes) 22422 40240 60048 37284 159994 

Recycling Rate (%) 23% 29% 23% 35% 28% 

 

The regional household recycling rate has reached 28% in 2007 and this is a further increase 

of 5% since 2006 and is well above the EPA’s 2006 indicator of 22.2%. Once again there has 

been increase in the intake at Recycling Centres and Bring Banks and in addition the 

kerbside recycling rate has shown a substantial increase in 2007 and this is in particular in 

relation to service providers using bins and the table below shows the substantial increase in 

the kerbside recycling rate per major collector.  

 

The Local Government Service Indicators for this area are as follows:- 

 E7.1 Tonnage of Collected Household Waste Recycled 

 E7.2 - Percentage of Collected Household Waste Recycled. 
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The Median Average for the country in 2007 is 5735 tonnage per household our current 

average is 5635 tonnage per household which is in line with this figure. The median average 

for E7.2 is 23.8% which is not comparable to our regional recycling rate as this includes all 

recycling figures, not just collected. The table below indicates a regional recycling  rate of 

23.3% which is similar to the national rate.  Table 68 of the Service Indicators Report has a 

total recycling figure and it is not directly comparable with our total  figure. 

Table 2.3 Local Service indicator E 7.2 2007 

Local Authority E7.2 Service Indicator % of household Waste 

Recycled 

Limerick City Council 23.6% 

Limerick County Council 18.4% 

Clare County Council 28% 

Kerry County Council 23% 

Regional Average 23.3% 

 

The region has looked at the variation in kerbside recycling rate of the various waste 

collectors in the region. 

Table 2.6 Kerbside Recycling rate for Private Waste Collectors 

 

 

Operator 
2007 % 

Kerbside 
Recycling Rate  

2006 % 
Kerbside 
Recycling Rate 

Rural Refuse (WCP/LK/81) 35.8% 22.1% 

Southwest Bins(WCP/LK/80) 33.7% 27.2% 
Clean Ireland Refuse & Recycling 
(WCP/LK/073) 31.2% 17.8% 

Killarney Waste(WCP/LK/72) 29.7% 25.3% 
Higgins Waste & Recycling services 
(WCP/LK/006) 26.9% - 

Dillon Waste(WCP/LK/77) 20.0% - 

Country Clean (WCP/LK/94) 19.1% 19.1% 

Mr. Binman (WCP/LK/069) BAG 19.0% 17.7% 

Tom Cassidy (WCP/LK/156) BAG 15.2% 16.3% 
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The Local Authorities are continuing to encourage the Waste Collectors to build on the 

successful awareness campaigns to date. Opti-bags will be phased out in the 

Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region by September 2009 which should enhance the overall recycling 

rate. 

2.3 Commercial & Industrial Recycling  

A new packaging directive was introduced in 2007 with an implementation date in 2008 , this 

ensures that retailers putting greater than 10t of packaging  on to the Irish Market must either 

register with REPAK or self comply with the regulations. Implementation of the packaging 

directives has impacted on the increased recycling rate for commercial and industrial waste 

over the last few years. The commercial recycling rate in 2004 was 56.9% and this is a key 

performance indicator for the Replacement Waste Management Plan. The recycling rate has 

continued to rise to 64% in 2006 and in 2007 has reached 65%. It is hoped that the figure will 

continue to rise in 2008 as new packaging regulations take effect. 

 

In the review of the Waste Collection Permits for the major waste collectors, the local 

authorities have ensured that all major waste collectors offer a segregated collection to all 

their commercial and industrial clients and this was prioritized for enforcement over the latter 

months of 2007 and during 2008. The Region is currently preparing awareness campaign for 

Business and Industry that highlights all regulations that influence the waste management in 

this sector. 

2.4 Municipal Waste Recovery 

Municipal Waste is defined in the National Strategy for Biodegradable Waste as follows:- 

 

“Waste from households, as well as commercial and other waste, which because of its 

composition, is similar to waste from households.” 

 

In 2004 it was estimated that the municipal recycling rate was 39% rising to 44% in 2007 and 

reaching 50% in 2008 
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Table 2.7 Municipal Waste Recovery Rate 

Waste Source 
Regional Total 
2004(Tonnes) 

Regional Total 
2006(Tonnes 

Regional Total 
2007(Tonnes 

Total Household Waste 
Recovered 23,509 

37,548 44,541 

Total 
Commercial/industrial 
Waste Recovered 119,491 

135,322 156,232 

Total Quantity 
Recycled 143,000 

172,870 200,773 

Total Quantity of 
Household, Street 
Sweepings and 
Commercial/industrial 
Waste generated 371,090 

390,706 398,938 

Recycling Rate  39% 44% 50% 

 

This figure of 50% indicates that Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region is moving close to the 2013 

recycling target  for Municipal Waste but all waste arisings including C& D waste must be 

included in the calculation which brings the recycling rate down considerably. It is hoped to 

build on this progress over the coming years.  

 2.5 Priority Wastes 

2.5.1 Construction & Demolition Waste Recovery 

There has been very little progress in the investment in infrastructure for C& D Waste 

Recycling/Recovery in the Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region over the last few years despite the 

number of significant developments in the region. A private Contractor in Kerry has 

established a C & D waste recycling plant  and this will have an impact on the recycling 

figures going forward. The RWMO will also be continuing awareness training with the 

planning departments regarding the need to adhere to the Best Practice Guidelines for the 

Preparation of Waste Management Plans for Construction & Demolition Projects as these 

were given statutory footing under Section 28 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 in 

2007.  
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2.5.2 Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) 

WEEE waste collected in this region is sent to a dismantling site that then allows for the 

recovery of most of the components. There are a number of dismantling sites  in Ireland but 

final recovery of the WEEE takes place mainly in the UK and the Netherlands. 

2.5.3 End of Life Vehicles 

The regulations introduced in 2006 introduced new environmental standards so that when a 

car is scrapped, as much material as possible is recovered and recycled and it takes place in 

a way that does not harm the environment. These targets are as follows: 

• 85% reuse/recovery by average weight per vehicle deposited for appropriate 

treatment by 1 January 2006 (to include 80% materials recycling); and 

• 95% reuse/recovery by 1 January 2015 (to include 85% materials recycling) 

The only data available in the region to date is the number of Certificate of Destruction 

available for vehicles going for de-pollution and shredding. The figures are indicated per local 

authority below: 

 

 

TABLE 2.8 Certificates of Destruction issued by ATFs (Authorised Treatment 

Facilities  for ELVs (End of Life Vehicles) 

 

Local Authority Area No of Certs of Destruction 

Issued by ATFs 

Limerick City 150 Certs  & 1200 destroyed 

with no certs 

Limerick County 220 

Clare County 0* 

Kerry County 434 

Regional total 804 

 

* No designated ATF 1st Sept 2008. 

Each vehicle weighs on average 650kgs and currently the recovery rate is approximately 65% 

so this would indicate that 1173.9 tonnes of materials recovered from ELVs. (The tonnage 

and percentages were supplied by Hegarty Metal company.) 
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2.6 Organic Waste. 

The Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region has set the 2010 targets for diversion of organic waste from 

landfill as stated in the “National Strategy on Biodegradable Waste” published by the 

Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government in April 2006. This set a target 

of 35% Diversion. The region included conditions for segregated organic collections for both 

household and commercial waste in the reviewed waste collection permits of the major waste 

collectors in 2007. This was appealed to the district court and after protracted discussions and 

directions from the judge a new timetable for segregated organic collections including priority 

areas was agreed as follows:- 

TABLE 2.9 Schedule for Segregated Organic Waste Collection for Households 

 

Date Target 

1st September 2009 20% of Households must have segregated organic  collection in 
each local authority area and shall be primarily located the areas 
listed in Table 2.10 below  

31st Dec 2010 40% of Households must have a segregated organic collection 
in each local authority area and shall be primarily located the 
areas listed in Table 2.10 below as well as the remaining 
medium to large towns* 

 
 
*medium to large towns (medium to large towns are described as those with a population over 

800 persons see Table 5 CSO 2006)   

TABLE 2.10 Schedule of Priority Areas for Household Organic Waste Collection 

 

Local Authority  Organic Waste Collection Areas 

Limerick City All of Limerick City excluding areas involved 
in the North and South side regeneration 
schemes. 

Limerick County Areas covered by the Castletroy & Southern 
Environs Local Area Plans as well as  
Newcastle West, Abbeyfeale & Kilmallock 

Clare County Ennis, Suburban Area adjoining Suburban Area adjoining 

Limerick City Limerick City   
Kerry County Tralee, Killarney, Listowel, Castleisland & 

Dingle  
 
 

TABLE 2.10 Schedule for Segregated Organic Waste Collection for Commercial 

Collections. 
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Date Target 

1st January 2009  50% Diversion of Commercial Organic Waste 
from Landfill  

1st January 2010 100% Diversion of Commercial Organic 
Waste from Landfill 

 
In addition the Judge also directed that a four month awareness programme is to commence 
in May 2009 for the households to facilitate the introduction of the 3rd Bin. 
 
In 2007 368 tonnes of Segregated Household Organic Waste was collected in County Kerry 

and no domestic organic was collected in other areas.  There was just under a 1000 tonnes of 

Segregated Commercial Organic Waste Collected mainly in Clare and Kerry. 

 

This figure should increase progressively over the next few years and we estimate if the 

above schedules are implemented then the following volumes will be diverted from landfill by 

the end of 2010. 

 

• 12975.06 Tonnes of Household Organic Waste Diversion  

(40% of  88,919 households signed up to a service * 364.8 kgs/household ( average 

weight of organic waste per household per annum) = 12975.06 Tonnes of Organic 

Waste for diversion from Landfill.) These figures are based on all food and garden 

waste being collected at the households with this type of collection. 

• 43, 048 Tonnes of Commercial Organic Waste Diversion 

(18% of 239,158 = 43,048 Tonnes of Commercial Organic Waste for Diversion. (18% 

is average composition of Organic Waste in Commercial Waste EPA NWD report 

2006) This is based on 100% diversion of organic waste at the targeted premises. 

• TOTAL ORGANIC WASTE DIVERSION = 56.024 Tonnes  

2.7 Energy Recovery 

The Replacement Waste Management Plan has set a target of 41% for energy recovery by 

2013 that was to focus on the provision of thermal treatment to recover energy from the 

residual waste body remaining after preferred options. Work is continuing on energy recovery 

from landfill gas and there has also been interest from four separate private sector groupings 

regarding introduction of thermal treatment in the Limerick/Clare/Kerry region. The projects 

are variable and are concentrating on newer technologies such as pyrolysis and steam 

classification with running temperatures in the range of 110oC to 2000oC. Further Technical 

Research and site visits are being conducted on these technologies.  

 

 



Waste Prevention Event: Kerry 
Real Nappy Day Kerry
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Annual Seminar: RWMO

Green Hospitality Awards: Kerry Award Winners 

Green Hospitality Awards: Clare Awards Winners
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Minister Gormley visits UL & The LAPD Project

LAPD Staff Awareness 

Display in Limerick County Council

Customer Awareness Day Skycourt –Shannon    

LAPD Project 
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Farranfore LAPD Project

Waste Food at Riverpoint LAPD  Audit Phase III Limerick City  Completed Construction 

LAPD Project

31



Limerick City & County Real Nappy Event

Mungret  Open-Day

Limerick City & County Real Nappy Event

Waste Composting Event in Clare        

Recycled reusable energy saving 

Christmas Tree Limerick City

Regional Composting workshop hosted by 

Clare County Council
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3 Infrastructural Development 

3.1 Introduction 

The Regional Waste Management Plan sets out a number of infrastructural targets to assist in 

achieving the targets of the plan as well as improving the regional integrated approach to 

waste management. 

3.2 Bring banks 

The Replacement Waste Management Plan has a Secondary Key Performance Indicator of 

the total Number of Bring Banks distributed throughout the region. The 2005 baseline figure 

was 215 and the 2006- 2007 figure reached 226. The Replacement Plan has set a target of 

32 additional bring banks by 2010 with following distribution:- 

• Limerick City  5   

• Limerick County  8   

• Kerry County  9  

• Clare County  10  

Table 3.1 indicates the progress in each local authority since June 2006 

Table 3.1  Bring Bank Numbers 

Local Authority No.of Bring 

Banks June 2006 

No of Bring 

Banks June 

2007 

New 

Bring 

Banks 

installed 

Bring Banks 

removed 

No. of Bring 

Banks June 

2008 

No. of Bring 

Banks to 

meet target 

Limerick City 

Council 

19 18  2 1 19 6 

Limerick County 

Council 

50 51 0 2 49 9 

Kerry  County 

Council 

93 103 0 0 103 0 

Clare County 

Council 

53 54 1 0 55 8 

Total 215 226 2 3 227 23 

 

One additional bring bank has been installed in Clare since June 2007 and some movement 

of bring banks has taken place due to the boundary extension of Limerick City. There are 
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issues regarding siting of new bring banks particularly in residential areas and these issues 

are similar to those highlighted last year’s annual report. 

• Lack of suitable sites 

• Associated with illegal dumping 

• Not serviced often enough 

• Noise particularly banging of glass 

• Take up car-parking space particularly at shopping centres/garage forecourts 

• Vandalism. 

 

Kerry has reached its 2010 quota for Bring Banks through the installation of these facilities at 

their blue-flag beaches. The other three local authorities in the region face a considerable 

challenge in reaching the 2010 targets. The costs of maintaining Bring Banks is very 

expensive for Local Authorities and areas were households have a dry recyclable collection 

will only require a limited range of services at the bring banks.  Recycling remains one of the 

most transparent waste management practices engaged in by the public.  The impact of Bring 

Banks on the recycling rate for the region is quite substantial with a 42% increase in waste 

collected from Bring Banks since 2004 and 3% increase since last year report.   

 

There are a number  of Local Government Service Indicators covering this area and E7.2 

(percentage of Household Waste Recycled) has already been discussed E9.1.1( no of Bring 

banks –Glass) is deemed to be the most relevant as all the Bring banks in this region have 

glass banks. The median average for the country in 2007 is 44 Bring banks per local 

authority. The average number of banks per local authority for this region from the indicator 

report is 53 and from Table 3.1 above is 56, both above the average rate for the country.  

E9.1.4 ( No of locations of glass per 5000 population) is a further indicator for this area and 

the median for the country is 2.8 facilities per 5000 population. The current average rate of 

facilities in this region is 2.6 units per 5000 population with a range from 1.7 to 3.7 with 

numbers being higher in Clare and Kerry. 

3.3 Recycling Centres 

Recycling Centres have greatly boosted the household recycling rate since their introduction. 

The continued development of recycling centres is essential to meet the requirements of the 

Replacement Waste Management Plan. A further 6 recycling centres are being considered for 

the region. These may not be all be developed by the Local Authority as there is some 

interest by the private sector in developing these centres.  
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Table 3.2  Recycling Centre Targets 

Local Authority No of Recycling Centres 

July 2006 

Recycling Centres 

in place July 2008 

PlanTarget for 

2010-total 

No required to meet 

2010 target 

Limerick City 

Council 

1 mini recycling centre –

Park  road 

1 Mini-Recycling 

centre 

 

1 1 

 

 

 

Limerick County 

Council 

3 Recycling Centres 

Kilmallock RC 

Newcastlewest RC 

Gortadroma 

4 Recycling 

Centres 

Mungret RC 

opened in 2006 

 

4 0 

Kerry County 

Council 

5 Recycling Centres 

North Kerry Landfill 

Coolcaslagh WTS 

Milltown WTS 

Kenmare WTS 

Caherciveen WTS 

6  Recycling 

Centres 

DingleRecycling 

Centre opened in 

2008 

9 3 

Clare County 

Council 

4Recycling Centres 

Ennis RC 

Lisdeen RC 

Scariff RC 

Central Waste 

Management Facility 

5 Recycling centres 

Shannon opened 

July 2007 

6 1 

WTS = Waste transfer Station & RC = Recycling Centre 

 

 

The Local Government Service Indicator for this area are as follows:- 

• E9.1.2 Number of Civic Amenity Sites Glass 

• E9.2.2 Number of Civic Amenity Sites Cans 

• E9.3.2 Number of Civic Amenity Sites Textiles 

• E9.4.2  Number of  Civic Amenity Sites Batteries 

• E9.5.2 Number of Civic Amenity Sites Oils 

• E9.6.2 Number of Civic Amenity Sites Other. 

 

The median average for each of the above is 2.00 facilities per Local Authority and the current  

rate in this region is 3.8 recycling centres per local authority. This region is above the national 

average. There may be a need for national refining of service indicators for this sector as 

most civic amenity sites provide the full range of services once they are in place. 
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3.4 Landfill Development 

There are three landfills operating in the region which are licenced by the EPA.  Landfill cell 

development is on-going in the region.  Table 4.3 below shows the remaining landfill capacity 

in the region. 

Table 4.3 Remaining Landfill capacity Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region 

 

Landfill Capacity Limerick County 

Council-

Gortadroma 

Landfill  

Tonnes 

Kerry County 

Council-North 

Kerry Landfill  

Tonnes 

Clare County 

Council-Ballyduff-

Beg Landfill 

Tonnes 

Regional total 

 

 

Tonnes 

Capacity in cells 

developed in 

2006/2007/2008 

490,000 170,000 105,000 765,000 

Potential Capacity 

if remaining cells 

are developed 

480,000 519,440 325,000 1,324,440 

Total remaining 

capacity if all 

developments 

happen 

970,000 689,400 430,000 2,089,400 

 

The remaining landfill capacity in the region is more than adequate for current supply rates. 

The waste disposed of to landfill in the region has showed a significant drop in 2007 and this 

is in part due to capacity restrictions at Gortadroma Landfill in 2007 which have been lifted in 

2008. From our calculations to date there should be 201, 614 tonnes of waste available for 

landfill in 2007and this would indicate that there is over 17,000 tonnes less waste available for 

landfill than in 2006. This is due to increased recycling rates. 47,485 tonnes of waste was 

landfilled outside the region and 11,210 tonnes was disposed of to RDF. The total quantity of 

household waste disposed of to landfill is estimated to be 68.6% which is below the EPA 

National indicator of 77.8%% published in 2006 and hence this is very positive. The EPA 

report suggests that the general trend in Ireland shows an increase of 8% in municipal waste 

to landfill but in this region there is decrease of 8% in the quantities landfilled within the region 
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and taking account of waste landfilled outside the region there is still an overall decease in 

waste to landfill. The table below shows landfill trends in 1998, 2004, 2006 and 2007. 

 

Table 4.4   Waste Landfilled in the region 

 

Total Waste 

Landfilled 

1998 Tonnes 

Total Waste 

Landfilled 2004 

Tonnes 

Total Waste 

Landfilled 

2006 Tonnes 

Total Waste 

Landfilled in 

2007 

% Decrease since 

2006 Tonnes 

223,000 135,181 175,585 142,649 18% 

 

The Local Government Service Indicators for this area are as follows:- 

• E8.2 Percentage of Collected Household waste landfilled 

• E8.1 Tonnage of  Collected household waste going to landfill. 

 

The average median for E8.1 is 17,308 per Local Authority which is less than the figures for 

the region indicated below: 

 

Table 4.5   Household Waste to Landfill 

 

Local  
Authority 

Limerick City 
Limerick 
County 

Kerry Clare 
Average for 

Region 

NWD 

Figures 

14147 20,330 24385 15022 18471 

Service 

Indicators 

E8.1 

8274 19402 23343 15022 16510 

 

 

The Regional and National average Service indicator for household waste to landfill is similar 

to the National Waste Database figure. There is a slight decline on the 2006 figure of 18.800 

tonnes of household waste to landfill. 
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4.0 Awareness/Waste Prevention/Training & Education 

 

4.1 Introduction 

Prevention is at the top of the Waste Hierarchy and is the core of all recent EU and National 

legislation and a key strategy component of the Replacement Waste Management Plan. As a 

region the Environmental Awareness officers have continued to promote waste prevention 

and minimisation at household level and the Waste Minimisation Officer has continued to 

work with industry and business supporting them in their prevention and minimisation efforts. 

The Environmental Awareness Officers have continued to reinforce the recycling message 

and have continued to promote, encourage and supply training on home composting. 

 

The region has advanced the two major projects which commenced in since publication of the 

Replacement Waste Management Plan. The first of these is the Local Authority Prevention 

Demonstration which is a programme established by the EPA and Limerick /Clare/Kerry 

Region received funding from the EPA under phase 1 of this project. 

 

The region has funded the Green Hospitality Awards programme, which not only looks at 

Waste Management Practices in the Hotel and Hospitality Sector but also includes water and 

energy management. The overall concept is to prevent waste generation and to decrease 

consumption of energy and water. These projects are described in greater detail in section 

4.3. 

 

4.2 Prevention Awareness 

One of the prevention targets to be achieved in the Replacement Waste Management Plan is 

to hold  two awareness initiatives per local authority  focussing on ways in which 

householders can prevent waste. A summary of events organised in each local authority and 

jointly is outlined below. 
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4.2.1 Limerick City Council & Limerick County Council joint events 

Real Nappy Events 

Promotional events were run in a local shopping centres.  Three real nappy companies 

attended and did a show and tell for the general public.  The events were advertised in the 

local papers so many of the parents and grand-parents attended the shopping centre 

specifically to find out more about the real nappies.  The locations had the added benefit of 

attracting passers by. A new real nappy information leaflet was distributed at the 2008 events  

Two events were held in the following months: 

• August 2007 

• April 2008 

 

 

Green Schools Seminar Nov 2007  

The two councils hosted a green schools seminar for teachers involved and getting involved 

in the green schools programme.  It was a dual seminar with the first focusing on getting 

started and the litter and waste programme and the second on energy and water.  A strong 

emphasis was put on moving up the hierarchy and focusing on waste prevention initiatives for 

litter waste, water and energy. 

 

Waste Prevention Day March O8  

The two councils also hosted a free waste prevention event. The event encouraged and 

assisted community groups in reducing and recycling their waste. There was a tour of the 

Mungret Recycling Centre followed by a number of talks about waste prevention, energy 

saving and water conservation.   

5.2.1 Limerick City Council  

Other Events 

 

• Christmas Tree Dec 07 

Limerick City Council in partnership with local companies constructed a reusable 

Christmas Tree, which is made partly from reused and recycled metals.  Light 

Emitting Diodes were used to light the tree and the wind turbine at the top of the tree 

ensured it was partially self powering.   This is the first tree of its kind in Ireland. 

 

• Other School Initiatives  
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Limerick City Council organised a number of environmental workshops for primary 

schools.  Over 1,600 pupils took part. 

 

• PRESENTATIONS, DISCUSSIONS & INTERACTION WITH ORGANISATIONS. 

Many presentations and discussions were facilitated by the Environment 

Awareness Officer and these events focussed on waste prevention, waste 

management, waste awareness, Agenda 21 and other environmental issues and 

were carried out in conjunction with various organisations as follows: 

o Presentations & Mary Immaculate College March 08 –  environment 

discussion workshop  

o Probus Meeting Nov 07 

o Thurmond Flower Club Evening Talk  

o Kileely Action Centre The EAO met with the manager of the community 

centre and the local community development project in January 08 to view 

the premises and waste issues associated with it.  This was followed by and 

interactive workshop specifically on waste prevention, barriers to prevention 

and recycling and what could be actively achieved in the centre.  Waste 

management has significantly improved in the centre since the workshop. 

o Clonmore Industrial Services Greening Initiative  

Clonmore specialises in the design and manufacture of prime products and 

components in stainless steel materials. It is run by the brothers of charity.  

The Greening programme is looking at waste management practices and 

behaviour across the premises.  The service has adapted the Green schools 

programme to suit its needs.  There is now a green committee in place and 

the company is undertaking the seven step programme. 

 

 

Compost Initiatives May  

• Attendance at the regional compost workshop in Co Clare 

• Presentation of 3 compost workshops in the city, Limerick City Council Watchhouse 

Cross Library, Kileely School and lunchtime workshop for staff in city hall.  

• Limerick City Council has composters for sale at the cost of !30.00 

• Facilitation of the St Leila’s School, Green School Initiative to link with the wider 

community.  The school distributed 40 units to parents, grandparents of children in 

the school.  This initiative was actively facilitated by the city council. 
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• Residents Associations  

Distribution of information on correct and legal disposal of waste circulated to all 

residence associations, action centres and community centres in the city. 

 

 

4.2.2 Limerick County Council 

Prevention Events 

Limerick County Council held a number of events over the last year relating to Waste 

Management and Waste Prevention incorporated into these sessions as well as continued 

promotion of recycling.  These events were held in the early months of 2008 and were well 

supported. The events are as follows 

o Environmental Information Stand at launch of ‘Limerick in Bloom’ Competition 

Environment staff attended the above launch in the Woodlands Hotel, Adare on 18th 

February 2008 where over 50 community groups attended.  

o Young Families Group, Adare  

The Council gave a talk on better waste management to about 20 participants in 

Adare on 3rd March, 2008. 

o Irish Rural Link Funding Seminar  

Approximately 40 participants participated in this Seminar which took place over two 

days in April ’08. The talk covered the themes of waste prevention, reuse and 

recycling.   

o Presentation to Doon ICA group   

Approximately 25 people attended a waste prevention talk organised by the Doon 

ICA group on 10th April 2008 

o Presentation to Dromkeen ICA Group  

Approximately 15 people attended a waste prevention talk organised by Dromkeen 

ICA group on 15th April, 2008 

 

Home Composting Workshops  

Home compost workshops are an important element in assisting the public to deal with their 

organic waste at home. Two free home compost workshops were held in Áras Íde, 

Kilmeedyand Doon Community Centre on the 31ST May 2008. These were held in conjunction 

with the Irish Peatland Conservation Council, funded by the Council under the LA21 

Environmental Partnership Fund 2007. Free compost bins were given to the first ten people to 
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register at each location. Themes covered home composting, wormeries and wildlife 

gardening.   

 

Launch of Paint Reuse Scheme 

In July 2007, Limerick County Council County Council did a mailshot to all Tidy Towns and 

residents groups in the county to highlight a pilot paint reuse scheme at Mungret Recycling 

Centre. Despite good press and radio coverage at the time, there has been a low uptake to 

date.  

 

Launch of Free Compost Take-back scheme 

Summertime sees huge levels of green waste arriving at Mungret Recycling Centre. In July 

2007, Limerick County Council introduced its first compost take-back scheme for 

householders. A leaflet was produced to provide information on the free scheme as well as 

providing advice on the proper use of the green waste recycling facilities.  

 

Launch of Reuse Area at Mungret Recycling Centre 

To try to encourage waste reuse as opposed to recycling, Limerick County Council introduced 

a Reuse Area at the Mungret Recycling Centre in August 2007. Leaflets were updated to 

inform the public that items in good condition can be deposited/taken away for reuse, subject 

to inspection by site staff.  

 

 

Media Coverage 

 

o Christmas Clean Up’ Newsletter 

This newsletter highlighted ways to prevent waste at this time of year and was issued 

with all copies of the Limerick Leader as well as through all Council offices and 

libraries.  

o ‘In Touch’ Magazine 

Waste prevention and recycling topics were included in this new Council publication 

which was distributed to householders with all copies of the Limerick Leader during 

July 2008.  
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4.2.3 Kerry County Council 

Reduce Reuse Recycle Presentations to Community Groups 

Presentations to a variety of Community Groups throughout Kerry cover areas such as Waste 

Prevention   

• July 9th 2007 Presentation to FÁS Training Centre, Monavalley Tralee 

• Oct 4th  Presentation to Kenmare Environmental Group 

• Oct 23rd Presentation to Women’s group, Causeway 

• Nov 28th Presentation to Scartaglin Community Group 

• December 6th Presentation to Staff and users of Coolgrane Training Centre, Killarney 

• May 12th 2008 Presentation to Killarney Skills Net Members, Malton Hotel Killarney 

 

Transition Town Meetings 

Transition Towns are a growing movement to encourage more sustainable living in our towns 

and villages. The issues covered range from waste management, energy & water 

conservation, transport, food production to the general use or misuse of resources. Tralee 

Transition Town has run a series of successful meetings covering the above topics and will 

continue to do so throughout the remainder of 2008 and into 2009. 

Meeting were held in the Brandon hotel Tralee on the following dates, where environmental 

DVD’s were shown, followed by workshop or guest speakers 

• November 21st 
• January 23rd 

• February 23rd 

• March 26th  

• April 30th 

 

Waste Minimisation Days 

• Reusable Nappy Event Manor West Shopping Centre. Tuesday April 8th. We have 23 

families signed up to participate in the project.  

 

• Waste Minimisation Day at Listowel Market Friday 16th May.  

We set up a stall at the market and distributed information on waste minimization and 

answered questions for members of the public. The event was run with Listowel Tidy 

Towns Group. 

 

• Waste Mainimisation and Composting Workshop on Saturday 21st June at the Tralee 

Garden Festival, Féile na mBláth  
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• Composting Workshop at Listowel Arts Centre (St. John’s), Friday 27th June with the 

co-operation of Irish Peatland Conservation Council and Listowel Tidy Towns.  

 

• Waste Prevention and Minimisation Open Day at the Island Centre, Castleisland with 

the Sliabh Luachre Development Association 

 

Media Events 

• Weekly Environmental column in Kerryman Newspaper covering a wide range of 

environmental topics 

• Numerous Radio Interviews on Radio na Gaeltachta and occasional features on 

Nuacht TG4 

•  

Other Events 

• With the Local Authorities of Limerick and Clare a ‘Waste Minimisation Xmas Card’ 

was produced outlining good practice in relation to waste reduction and correct 

disposal. 

• Events to Raise Awareness of the opening of the new Recycling Centre at Dingle 

• Kerry Environmental Awards were presented in December 2007 to the leading 

community group, individual and school for their efforts of establishing good practice 

in relation to waste management. This award scheme is funded and sponsored by 

both KCC and Kerryman Newspaper.  

 
 

4.2.4  Clare County Council 

Waste Prevention Events 

Clare County Council carried out 9 waste prevention events across the county during the 

period October 2007 to May 2008. These events provided practical advice to householders on 

ways to reduce waste.  The events featured composting workshops, slide shows, practical 

demonstrations and lots of practical information and tips on preventing waste.  Events were 

held in both schools, community centres,  shopping centres and council area offices at the 

following locations:- Ennis, Doonbeg, Ballyvaughan, Barefield, Mullagh, Sixmilebridge, 

Shannon, Scariff and Westbury. These workshops attracted participation in excess of 500 

people including both school children and members of the public. 

 

Seachtain na Gaeilge event – 6 March 2008 
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Waste Prevention and Energy featured strongly during Seachtain na Gaeilge.   Eanna ni 

Lamhna was a guest speaker at workshops with Secondary Schools in Ennis on 6 March 

2008, along with Clare County Council’s Environmental Awareness Officer and Irish Officer. 

Pictured L-R: Students from Colaiste Mhuire in Ennis, Emer Ní Fhlaitheartaigh – Irish Officer, 

Joan Tarmey, Environmental Awareness Officer, Eanna Ní Lamhna – Broadcaster and Writer, 

and  teacher.  

 

Composting Workshops 

In June 2008 Clare County Council also provided composting workshops for the elected 

members of Clare County Council.  The elected members hold an influential position with the 

public and these workshops facilitated and encouraged the elected members to continue to 

promote the use of home composters by their constituents.  

  

Home composters are available for purchase at all offices of Clare County Council and at the 

recycling centres. 

  

Clare County Council facilitated regional training composting workshops with the assistance 

of Mr. Craig Benton of world renowned fame in composting.  18 employees from Limerick 

County Council, Limerick City Council, Kerry County and Clare County Council availed of this 

training and are now providing composting workshops across the relevant counties. 

  

Real Nappy Demonstration 

Clare County Council provided real nappy demonstrations in Community Centres and 

Shopping Centres at the following locations:- Ennis, Doonbeg and Shannon. These events 

were very successful and were attended by approximately 200 mothers/expectant mothers. At 

the Ennis demonstration which was held in the foyer of Dunnes Stores on 9th April Clare 

County Council held a draw and issued 10 vouchers to the value of !150 towards real 

nappies. 

  

At both the Waste Management Events and the Real Nappy Demonstrations Clare County 

Council actively embraces the media in encouraging the public to participate in these events. 

Presentation at the North/South Tourism Conference – “Forty Shades of Green”, 

Dunadry Hotel in Co.  Antrim, 1-2 February 2008. 

Clare County Council’s Environmental Awareness Officer delivered a presentation entitled 

“Benefiting from a Greener Environment” to a conference of over 120 delegates from the four 

corners of Ireland.  Case studies on Skycourt Shopping Centre in Shannon and Dromoland 
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Castle illustrated how waste prevention and resource efficiency yields cost savings as well as 

benefits for the environment  

 

4.2.5 Green Schools Campaign 

The aim of Green-Schools is to increase students’ and participant awareness of 

environmental issues through classroom studies and to transfer this knowledge into positive 

environmental action in the school and also in the wider community. Schools that have 

successfully completed all the elements of the programme are awarded the ‘Green-Flag’. The 

Environmental Awareness Officers have been devoted considerable time an effort into 

promoting assessing  the green schools in the region and numbers have continued to grow 

There are now 378 schools registered with the An Taisce Green Schools compared with 366 

in 2007 and 198 schools have achieved Green Flag Status compared with 156 in 2007. The 

number of Green Schools is a secondary key performance indicator for implementation of the 

plan and number of schools awarded Green Flags has increased by greater than 50% since 

2004. There are two Local Government Service Indicators covering this area as follows:- 

• E12.1 Primary schools participating in environmental campaigns % 

• E12.2 Secondary schools participating in environmental campaigns % 

 

The average median for 12.1 is 71.4 and average for this region is 75 and the average 

median for 12.2 is 77.8 and the average for this region is 82, so on both indicators this region 

is above the national average and hence indicates a very active region. 

 

4.2.6 Regional Awareness Initiatives. 

The Regional embarked on campaign in late 2007 to assist householders to reduce the waste 

they were depositing into their bin. A  leaflet was prepared and copies were distributed widely 

in the region at end of 2007 and early in 2008. The aim of this campaign was to ensure that 

people made new year’s resolutions to reduce the waste going to their bin. 
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In 2008 the region prepared a Real Nappy information leaflet to assist the public on 

availability and ease of use of real nappies. The information leaflet was distributed widely at 

the various real nappy events. It is hoped that this campaign will have an impact on the 

considerable quantities of disposable nappies in landfills. 

 

The region has also prepared a local radio advertisement which acknowledges the public 

achievements relating to recycling since the Replacement Plan was prepared. 

The region is currently preparing two awareness campaign for Business and Industry  

• A Regional Waste Minimisation for Business & Industry leaflet to inform business of 

the current legislation and also supplies hints on how to get involved in waste 

prevention and minimisation. 

• A Regional Newspaper campaign is being prepared for local papers informing 

Business and Industry of the imminent arrival of the third bin for organic waste.  

. 

4.2.7 Waste Minimisation for Business and Industry 

 

CONTACT WITH COMPANIES & ORGANISATIONS 

28 company visits were carried out between July 2007 and June 2008. Some company visits 

incorporated talks to groups of employees and /or participation in green team meetings. In 

one case, a detailed waste audit was conducted. Continual communication is made through 

email, newsletter and events, with all company contacts and with Chambers of Commerce, 

IBEC and other local business organisations. The secondary indicator in the Replacement 

Waste Management Plan for the region is the number of company site visits and the total now 

reached is 203. 
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Contact with Skillnets groups 

The Regional Waste Minimisation Officer initiated contact with the different Skillnets Groups 

registered within the Limerick Clare Kerry Region.  

 

An example of such a link is with the Irish Centre for Business Excellence (ICBE) Skillnet, 

whose base is at National Technology Park, Limerick. The Regional Waste Minimisation 

Officer has met with ICBE personnel and also facilitated a networking meeting and 

correspondence between Supply Network Shannon and ICBE, which will enhance supply 

chain communication. This link covers green issues, lean manufacturing etc, as well as 

providing practical support to SNS annual Meet the Buyer Event due to be held in the 

Radisson SAS Hotel, Co Clare in October 2008, at which the RWMO will participate. 

 

ULearning Skillnet, whose base office is at Westpark, Shannon, is an initiative of the Atlantic 

University Alliance (AUA) in designing and presenting courses of a modular, industry-friendly 

nature. The Regional Waste Minimisation Officer is a member of Ulearning Industrial Advisory 

Group. The promoter of this Skillnet is Westpark Shannon and, following a series of advisory 

group meetings there, the programme was launched in Shannon on 6th June 2008. Modules 

lead to a diploma and degree qualifications, and include topics such as Lean Manufaturing 

and 6 Sigma. Core modules include a module on environmental protection, with additional 

optional modules on related topics, such as problem solving, quality assurance, sustainable 

production. 

 

Killarney Training Network (KTN) Skillnets Event 13th May 2008, Malton Hotel, Killarney 

The RWMO provided part sponsorship in tandem with KTN in running an event with the 

theme ‘Energy, Waste and the Environment – the Business Argument’ at the Malton Hotel, 

Killarney on 13th May 2008. Over 35 people attended. There were talks on the Region’s LAPD 

project, the Green Business Initiative, general environmental management systems, as well 

as energy efficiency.  Following on from this event, it is hoped that there may be potential for 

some of the attending companies to participate on a pilot basis under EPA’s new Green 

Business Initiative. 

 

GENERAL EVENTS & PRESENTATIONS:  

 

• Talks to Production Students, University of Limerick, 31 October, 5
th 

November 

2007. The theme was general waste prevention and relevant legislation.  
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• Supply Network Shannon Networking Event, Radisson SAS Hotel, Co. Clare 

30
th

 November 2007. The Regional Waste Minimisation Officer and the LAPD Co-

ordinator gave a talk to SNS members at this event.  

• Limerick Senior College Open Day 28
th

 January 2008  

The RWMO had a display stand at this event, enabling direct contact with students 

and with some business interests. 

• Limerick Chamber of Commerce Skillnet Launch & Speed Networking Event  

11 February 2008, Absolute Hotel, Limerick.  The Regional Waste Display Stand 

was on exhibition at the event. The stand was manned by the Regional Waste 

Minimisation Officer and Limerick City Council’s Environmental Awareness Officer, 

Sinead McDonnell. Following initial talks launching the Chamber Skillnet, the event 

was then opened to the floor for an active networking event, including a brief 

presentation by each person on their particular service. People were then 

encouraged to meet and greet and exchange business cards.  

• EPA Roadshow Seminar 8
th

 April 2008, Greenhills Hotel, Limerick  

EPA organised the event to promote their Cleaner Greener Production Programme 

(CGPP). M Murphy, Regional Waste Minimisation Officer, spoke on the Region’s 

Business to Business Green Mentor Programme, which received funding under 

CGPP Phase 2.  

 

• 6
th

 Annual Regional Waste Forum 20 May 2008, Castletroy Park Hotel, Limerick  

The theme of the forum was “Waste and Energy Minimisation -The Benefits for 

Business”. The role of these Regional Fora is to make companies aware of 

environmental issues that will have an effect on their businesses. At the same time, 

we highlight the potential benefits of good environmental management, particularly in 

the areas of waste and energy management, along with the potential for greater 

market share through the development of certified environmental management 

systems (e.g. ISO 14001) and “greener” products. There was an attendance of over 

50 people.  Topics included the Region’s LAPD project and the new national Green 

Business Initiative. 

• Limerick City Enterprise Board 14
th

 May 2008  

Greening Businesses, held at the Hilton Hotel, on 14 May 2008. 

RWMO had a stand there, and the Regional Waste Minimisation Officer gave a brief 

talk. 

 

 



Annual Report    Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region 
June 2007- June 2008 
 

 

 

 
51  of 69 

 

 

    

 

 

PARTICIPATION IN ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Supply Network Shannon 

The Regional Waste Minimisation Officer is a member of SNS Steering Committee and 

Environment Sub-Committee.  SNS are currently involved in the EPA’s Cleaner Greener 

Production Programme (CGPP) Phase 3. The project ‘Waste and Energy Minimisation’ 

comprises the participation of specific member companies in a continuous improvement 

programme. The Regional Waste Co-ordinator presented Certificates to the project’s 

participants at an SNS networking event on 27th June 2008 at  Clarion Hotel & Suites, 

Limerick City. SNS acknowledged the co-operation that takes place with the Regional Waste 

Management Office, including the joint proposal submitted to EPA under Phase 4 of CGPP. 

 

There is potential for SNS companies to become pilot companies under the EPA’s Green 

Business Initiative. The RWMO facilitated a meeting between representatives of SNS, EPA 

and Enviros, the consultants that EPA have employed to implement the Green Business 

Initiative. 

 

National Green Hospitality Award  

The Regional Waste Minimisation Officer is on this Advisory Group which was set up in early 

2008. Meetings took place on 6th March and 4th April. 

 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

 

Cleaner Greener Production Programme (CGPP) 

Margaret Murphy, Regional Waste Minimisation Officer, spoke at the EPA’s Research 

Conference on 7February 2008 in Dublin and at their CGPP Roadshow at Greenhills Hotel 

Limerick, regarding the Region’s project under CGPP Phase 2 . The Region’s Business to 

Business Green Mentor Programme received EPA funding under Phase 2 of CGPP. 

The Regional Waste Management Office and Supply Network Shannon made a joint 

Expression of Interest proposal to EPA in April 2008, seeking CGPP funding for a new 

programme for this region entitled ‘Environmental Resource Centre – SNS / Limerick Clare 

Kerry Region’.  The proposed project mainly comprises provision of advice on prevention to 

SMEs – through a helpline, website, workshops and site visits. Forty companies would be 

expected to benefit from the programme. This initial EOI submission was approved by EPA 

Publications: 

 

Managing Waste in Business Autumn 07 & Managing Waste in Business Spring 08 
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4.3 Prevention Projects 

4.3.1 Local Authority Prevention Demonstration (LAPD) 

The four local authorities across the Limerick Clare Kerry Region have continued working on 

delivering waste prevention as part of the EPA funded Local Authority Prevention 

Demonstration Project (LAPD).  This region was granted 75 % funding of over !440,000 in 

June 2006 for a 30-month project entitled New Integrated Prevention Project (NIPP). The 

project aims to build capacity in Local Authorities to demonstrate prevention and is one of the 

objectives of the National Waste Prevention Plan. Ultimately it is hoped that the NIPP 

objectives will bring about a lasting change for all the organisations involved and will 

focus attention on waste prevention across the region.   

 

The Limerick/Clare/Kerry region has four diverse initiatives underway to demonstrate 

prevention in the region and progress on each of these is summarised below. Each of the 

initiatives involves at least one external partner to the local authority – these partners are 

Kerry Airport, UL, Sisk Building Contractors, Sherry Fitzgerald O’Malley and the Sky-Court 

Shopping Centre and it is hoped that the experience gained by each of these diverse partners 

in the area of waste prevention can be widely shared regionally as well as nationally once the 

programme concludes. 

 

The LAPD initiatives have presented new opportunities for the region particularly in terms of 

how we work and how we embrace the challenge of integrating prevention into everyday 

practices. The LAPD Co-ordinator is essential to ensuring the rapid implementation of this 

programme. 

 

The initiatives were showcased at the inaugural National LAPD conference in early February 

2008. The projects were also presented to Minister for the Environment John Gormley when 

he visited Limerick in March of this year; the presentation of our projects to him was a focal 

point of the Ministerial visit.  

 

A major challenge to us in the coming year will be to maintain the momentum gained in waste 

prevention with our partners as the period of intervention comes to an end.  
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Limerick County Council and the University of Limerick have embarked on a paper 

reduction project, which sees both organisations setting an ambitious target of reducing paper 

consumption by 20% by the end of the intervention period. Significant progress was made 

over the last year in raising awareness within both organisations about paper consumption 

and the impacts it has on our environment. This year’s significant milestones included: 

 

 A reduction of 13% in paper consumption within LCC  

 An awareness raising campaign within LCC that saw the construction of a “Paper 

Wall” to visually demonstrate the volume of paper consumed by staff on an annual 

basis. 

 A Dean’s Council decision in UL to encourage all coursework and theses to be duplex 

printed 

 The changing of public printers to default duplex print saving over 1 million sheets of 

paper in a 3 month period. 

 

 

Limerick City Council has now moved on to phase 2 of it’s initiative as the first phase is now 

complete. Phase 1 monitored the waste management practices during the construction of a 

multi-use development in the city in conjunction with Sisk Building Contractors. This second 

phase of the project has brought a new partner on stream as Property Management Company 

Sherry Fitzgerald O Malley help facilitate a “Waste Alert” project with apartment tenants in the 

River Point complex. In particular this second phase will test the assumption that managing 

waste & implementing waste prevention within the apartments is more difficult than it is for 

householders. This year significant milestones included: 

 

 The collation of all waste data from the construction phase of the Savoy 

Development. 

 Waste audits & characterisation of mixed waste presented by River Point tenants for 

disposal. 

 Research into the development of a Sustainability Guide for Apartment Living in 

Urban Centres which promotes waste prevention.  

 

Clare County Council in conjunction with the SkyCourt Shopping Centre has continued 

to progress the “Wise Waste Management” initiative at the SkyCourt Shopping Centre. This 

initiative has seen an improved collection service for dry recyclables and the introduction of a 

separate collection for organic waste. Tenants of the centre have participated fully with the 
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initiative and significant diversion of waste from landfill has been achieved. A survey of food 

retailers was also carried out with a view to improving supply chain management in relation to 

waste prevention. The tenant profile within the centre has also changed during the year and 

this has had an impact on waste generation. This year significant milestones included: 

 

 A 27% reduction in waste sent to landfill since last August 

 A 12% increase in the amount of dry recyclables collected. 

 Organic waste separately collected for composting is now 15% of all waste 

generated at the centre. 

 A number of suppliers to the centre are using re-usable crates & totes; research into 

further opportunities in this are ongoing. 

 

Kerry County Council and Kerry Airport have made significant progress in the 

development of a waste action plan as part of LAPD. The past year has seen the introduction 

of a segregated system for recyclables across the airport including the bar and restaurant. 

SEI conducted a full audit of energy consumption and has presented a number of key 

recommendations to the Airport which could see a reduction in energy consumption of up to 

25% if implemented. This initiative also saw the first on-board segregation of recyclables on 

Aer Arran flights between Kerry and Dublin. The operation of this route transferred to Ryanair 

in July so efforts will be made to engage this new operator to continue the practice. This year 

significant milestones included: 

 

 Extensive monitoring of water consumption on site & the implementation of initiatives 

to reduce water consumption. 

 Timers fitted to electrical equipment to reduce energy consumption. 

 The segregation of recyclables across the airport including areas managed by 

contractors. 

 A second waste audit to determine waste arisings and character of waste presented 

for disposal. 

 

 

Other progress: 

 

There is a growing interest in and awareness of prevention in our region which can be directly 

attributed to the progression of NIPP. Promotional material on waste prevention was prepared 

by the EPA via the national co-ordinators network and the roll-out of this material has helped 



Annual Report    Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region 
June 2007- June 2008 
 

 

 

 
55  of 69 

 

 

    

 

 

to  increase awareness within our partner organisations and of course regionally to other 

organisations and parties. 

 

We are particularly impressed with the willingness and effort our partner organisations are 

putting into the delivery of the NIPP initiatives. Their continued dedication to the project is 

ensuring that objectives set at the start of the intervention are being delivered on now. 

 
 

4.3.2 Green Fáilte Awards Scheme 

 
Green Fáilte Awards – now Green Hospitality Awards 

 

General 

The Green Hospitality Award (formerly Green Fáilte) is Ireland’s first environmental award 

scheme for the hospitality sector.  The Limerick Clare Kerry Region was among the first to 

support the Green Fáilte Awards Initiative. The scheme for this region was launched in 

February 2007, with significant financial support from the Regional Waste Management 

Office.   Hospitality Solutions Consulting (HSC) Ltd and Clean Technology Centre coordinate 

and implement the scheme.  The Award requires its members to commit to a continuous 

environmental improvement programme.    

Awards Event 5
th

 December 2007, Adare Manor 

The first Annual Awards event for the Region took place at Adare Manor on 5th December 

2007. Eleven hospitality businesses were presented with Green Fáilte Awards, along with 

commendations for other members. Business representatives from across Kerry, Clare and 

Limerick attended the inaugural regional event, which honoured those in the hospitality sector 

that have demonstrated a commitment to quality and service in the area of environmental 

protection.   

 

Gerry Behan, Environment Director of Services with Limerick County Council, addressed the 

members. John King spoke on behalf of Shannon Development’s the Regional Tourism 

Authority which kindly sponsored the event. 

 

 Silver Awards were presented to the following businesses for their commitment to the awards 

scheme: 

• Dromoland Castle in Clare and  

• The Moorings Restaurant in Portmagee, Kerry  
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The following all received Bronze Awards: 

• Adare Manor 

• Castletroy Park Hotel 

• Dingle Skelligs Hotel 

• Fitzgeralds Woodlands House Hotel, Adare 

• Killarney Park Hotel 

• Killarney Avenue Hotel 

• Killarney Plaza Hotel 

• Killarney Towers Hotel 

• River Island Hotel, Castleisland 

  

Doonbeg Lodges, Co Clare, the Quality Hotel in Limerick City and Greenpark Racecourse, 

Patrickswell, all of which had not participated in the scheme long enough to be considered for 

an award this year, were  also commended at the Awards ceremony.   

 

Current Membership 

At end of 2007, there were 13 members compared to a target of 20.  Membership by mid-

2008 is at 26, with a strong interest expressed by a further six hospitality businesses. The 

membership target for the Limerick Clare Kerry Region is 40 by end of 2008 and 60 by end 

2009. 

 

National Programme 

Since its implementation in this region, the Green Fáilte scheme has now gone nationwide 

with the support of the Environmental Protection Agency, under the new rebranded title of the 

Green Hospitality Awards. The EPA set up a national Advisory Group and this region is 

involved in this group. The national programme was launched at the annual conference in 

Dublin on 23 April 2008.   

 

The current programme within the Limerick Clare Kerry Region comprises an initial three year 

programme, running to end of 2009. After this date, it is anticipated that this Region will be 

incorporated directly within the national programme.  
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5 Closed Landfills 

5.1 Introduction 

A Ministerial Direction (WIR04/05) was issued on the 3rd May 2007 under Section 60 of the 

Waste Management Acts 1996 to 2005. A further circular was issued on the 30th July 2008 

(WPR 14/08). This is a further reminder for Local Authorities to prepare the Section 22 

register as well as assessment of the risk, measures to control pollution, identification of 

remedial measures and an estimation of funding remediation.  The region produced a draft 

inventory of closed landfills in the 2006 Annual report and most of the closed landfills had 

some level of attention.  All the Local Authorities in the region are are using the EPA’s Code 

of Practice to assist with the requirements of Section 22 and many of the landfills have now 

been assigned a risk classification. 

5.1.1 Register of Closed Landfill in the Limerick/Clare /Kerry 

Region 

Table 5.1 below indicates the current position regarding closed landfills. Further work will be 

required to prioritise sites in accordance with the risk level and each site will be classified as 

follows  

• Class A: High Risk,  

• Class B:Moderate Risk  

• Class C:Low Risk. 

 

 Sites with a C-Rating will not require further investigations but monitoring will continue. Work 

that is currently completed indicates that some of the sites will not require any further 

intervention just monitoring. Sites with a B- rating will have to carry out limited physical works 

such as upgrading of covers. Sites with an A-rating with require significant physical works and 

extensive investigations. 

Reference Risk  Site Name Address of townland Address 2 Status Year Closed 

Limerick County Council       

22-1 A 

Morenane 

Landfill Morenane Croom 
Closed  Capped with gas Mangement 

Desk Study Completed 1999 

22-2  Adare Adare 0 
Closed  

Desk Study Completed 1992 

22-3  Askeaton Askeaton 0 
Closed  

Desk Study Completed  1979 

22-4  

Ballingrane 

Landfill Ballingrane Rathkeale 

Closed  

Desk Study Completed 
1991 

22-5  

Ballinvoher 

Landfill Ballysteen 0 

Closed  

Desk Study Completed 
1987 

22-6  

Ballycusowen 

Landfill Ballycusowen Cappamore 

Closed  

Desk Study Completed 
1987 

22-7  

Ballyroe Lower 

Landfill Ballyroe Lower Kilfinnane 

Closed  

Desk Study Completed 

1970 

22-8  Knocklong Knocklong 0 
Closed  

Desk Study Completed 0 

22-9  

Carroward West 

Landfill Carroward West Dromcollogher 

Closed  

Desk Study Completed 
1992 

Churchtown 
Closed  



Annual Report    Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region 
June 2007- June 2008 
 

 

 

 
58  of 69 

 

 

    

 

 

Table 5.1  Section 22 Draft Register Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region 

Reference Risk Site Name 

Address of 

townland Address 2 Status 2007-08 Year Closed 

Limerick Ciy 

Council       

22-25 A Longpavement Ballynanty  
Closed with remediation work 

progressing 1998 

22-26  Concanree Dock Road Limerick Industrial Site built on it - 

Kerry County 

Council       

22-27 B Ardfert   
Closed –Desk Study & Walk 

over survey 1980 

22-28 A Rockfield   
Closed –Desk Study & Walk 

over survey  1988 

22-29  Listowel   
Closed –Desk Study & Walk 

over survey 1989 

22-30 B Sneem   
Closed –Desk Study & Walk 

over survey 1990 

22-31 A Tralee   

Closed –Desk Study & Walk 

over survey 1994 

22-32 A Dingle   

Closed and capped not to EPA 

Standard. 

Walk over survey 1996 

22-33 B Leanmore   

Closed and capped not to EPA 

Standard 

Walk over survey 1996 

22-34 A Ahascra   
Closed –Desk Study & Walk 

over survey 1997 

22-35 A Coolcaslagh   

Closed due for capping Sept 

07 

Desk Study & Walk over 

survey 1999 

22-36 A Milltowm   

Closed due for capping Sept 

07 

Desk Study &Walk over 

survey 1999 

22-37 A Kenmare   

Closed Capped to EPA 

requirements 

Desk Study &Walk over 

survey 1999 

22-38 A Caherciveen   

Closed Capped to EPA 

requirements 

Desk Study &Walk over 

survey 1999 

Clare County 

Council       

22-39  Lisdoonvarna   Closed 1980 

22-40  Milltown Malbay   Closed 1980 

22-41 C Kilmihil   

Desk Study Completed 

Closed  1980s 

22-42  Corofin   Closed 1980s 

22-43 B Kilrush   

Desk Study Completed 

Closed 1992 

22-44 C Ennistymon   

Desk Study Completed 

Closed 1997 

22-45 C Whtiegate   

Desk Study Completed 

Closed 1998 

22-46  Shannon Airport   

Closed – Airport Authority 

ownership 1998 

22-47  Lisdeen   
Remediation Plan developed 

& approved-tenders opened 1999 

22-48  Doora   Remediation Plan developed 2001 
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& approved contractor on-site 
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6.0 Enforcement 
 

6.1 Introduction 

Enforcement units have been established in all the local authorities in the region but staffing 

levels and tasks vary considerably.  The enforcement units have had an extremely busy year 

with the introduction of wide variety of new and mended regulations including new facility 

permit regulations, new Waste Collection Permit regulations as well as new packaging  and 

new battery regulations . The enforcement teams in each individual local authority issue 

facility permits. Waste collection permits are issued by the RWMO representing the lead 

authority, Limerick County Council 

 

6.2 Waste Permits 

Waste Management (Permit) Regulations were introduced in 1998 and these regulations 

require all smaller facilities with an annual intake of less than 5000 tonnes to apply to the local 

authority for a permit. The new regulations published in 2007 and amended in 2008 only 

came into force on the 1st June 2008 but there is now system to apply for a Certificate of 

Registration for very small facilities rather than going through a full permit application.  Many 

of the older facility permits have now expired and Construction and Demolition Waste 

Facilities are now closing down due to the down turn in that Sector. Table 7.1 below shows 

the trends in permitted facilities in the region: - 

Table 6.1 Number of Waste Permitted Facilities in the Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region 

June 2008 

 
Local 
Authority 

Land 
Deposition 

Authorised 
Treatment 
Facilities 

Green Waste 
Facilities/composting 
facilities 

Other Total 

Limerick City 
Council 

2 1 0 10 13 

Limerick 
County Council 

21 2 1 6 30 

Kerry County 
Council 

80 11 2 11 104 

Clare County 
Council 

22 0 0 11 33 

Limerick/Clare 
/Kerry Region 
Total 

125 14 3 38 180 
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There now is a total of 180 active facility permits now operating in the region which is a drop 

of 65 from last year and  indicates the slump in the Construction Sector as many facilities are 

not requiring renewals. 

6.3 Waste Collection Permits 

 

New Waste Collection Permit regulations were published in 2007 and amended in 2008 and 

came into force on the 1st June 2008.The Waste Management (Collection Permit) Regulations 

issued in 2001are still in operation for all  waste collection permit applications received before 

1st June 2008 . The new permitting system allows for Multi-Regional Permits to be issued 

which eases the burden on National Collectors. The number of applications to the regional 

waste Management office has continued to increase in the region. Chart 7.1 indicates the 

trends in waste collection permits issued since 2002 for this region. The Replacement Waste 

Management Plan reported that there was 305 permitted collectors in 2005 with a rise to 

almost 400 permits issued to date in 2007 and  this has now reached 509 in 2008. The 

applications have continued to grow and we have received 578 applications since 2002.  

 

Chart 6.1 New Waste Collection Permits old regulations June 2008: 
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The Regional Waste Management Office also monitors the Annual Environmental Reports 

from the permit holders and there was a 94% return on annual reports for 2006. 
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6.4  Enforcement Task Group 

 

A regional enforcement task group was set up in 2005 which meets bi-monthly to discuss 

planned and concerted action in the region. Regional action plans are drawn up annually so 

as awareness can be raised on the extent of enforcement activities in the region and regional 

checkpoints are now carried out several times during the year.  

 

Waste enforcement activities are now reported to the EPA through the Minimum 

Requirements for Environmental Inspections Documentation(RMCEI). The enforcement 

activities of local authorities are considerable and cover a variety of waste activities such as 

• Auditing Permitted Facilities and Collectors 

• Inspections relating to the following: 

o WEEE 

o Plastic Bag Levy 

o ELVs 

o Farm Plastics 

o Packaging 

o Abandoned Cars 

o Construction and Demolition sites 

o Unauthorised Waste Activities. 

There is then a slow process in bringing legal proceeding to a final stage but it includes many 

steps as follows:- 

I. Issue Warning Letter 

II. Issue Enforcement Notice 

III. Commence Court Proceedings 

IV. Court Hearing 

V. Court Decision 

 

 

 The table below shows the current trends in the Local Authorities in the region 
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Table 6.2 Enforcement Activity in the Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region (Source RMCEI 
Review Data 2007) 

Question Clare Kerry 
Limerick 

City 
Limerick 
County  

COMPLAINTS     
Non-Litter Investigated 441 299 2405 1068 
ROUTINE INPSECTION ACTIVITIES WASTE     
Waste Permitted Facilities 

55 
 

170 19 48 
Waste collection permits audits 0 - 20 29 
Inspections of Cert of Registration sites 4 0   
Vehicle Checkpoints  2 10 3 2 
ECJ sites Inspections/Sites under Reasoned Opinion from 
EU - 

0 
  

Tyre outlet Inspections 0 0   
Joint Inspections agreed within the Unauthorised Waste 
EEN network group - 

0 
  

Litter 890 18   
Other inspections (not included in above numbers)  e.g. 
CCTV, surveillance, waste burning, fly-tipping etc 2 0 0 1 
C&D handling inspections at development sites (e.g. Waste 
Mgt. Plans) 19 57 4 10 
 
 
There is further increases inn activity by the enforcement units in the Region. It is difficult to 

compare statistics year on year as the EPA have now disregarded the LAMS system in use in 

2007 and have used the review sheet in the RMCEI to record statistics. This information 

indicates the wide variety of activities undertaken by the enforcement teams. The 

enforcement action conveys a large number of areas were waste is generated 
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Table 6.2 continued.. Enforcement Activity in the Limerick/Clare/Kerry Region (Source 
RMCEI Review Data 2007) 

 

 
PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY INPSECTIONS Clare Kerry Limerick 

City 
Limerick 
County  

WEEE Inspections 8 13 15 20 

ELV Inspections 8 47 2 75 

Farm Plastics - 1 
(2007) 

N/A 0 

Plastic Bag Levy 30 0 0 2 

Packaging Inspections – general waste presentation - 0 2 - 

Packaging Inspections – Suspected Major Producers - 4 - 51 

Packaging Inspections – Self-compliers 1 - - 4 

Unauthorised Waste Activity (Non Complaint Based)  50 - - 

Abandoned Cars 91 25   

Follow-up Inspections on Statutory Notices  80 42   

Inspections Prior to Court Hearings 10 25   

Farm Plastics 0 4   

CCTV (Inspections at Bring Centres) 2 43   

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS TRACKING -Waste  

    

Waste warning letters issued 
32 59 20 265 

Section 18 WMA (info) 
9 3 Included in 

the 143  
below 

 
21 

 
Section 55 WMA (measures) 

40 28 143  
1 

Section 56 WMA 

0 - - - 

Section 71 WMA (abdnd. cars) 
91 - - - 

Section 32 WMA 
3    

14 

Section 34 WMA 
1    

7 

Section 39 WMA 
0    

12 

Section 57/58 WMA 
0    

 

No of legal Proceedings initiated 
13   

53 
36 

No of court convictions 
7   

26 
19 

No of notices outstanding for 2007 
8   

58 
45 
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7.0 Summary 

The 2007-2008 Annual Report indicates further progress in implementation of the 

Replacement Waste Management Plan with increased recycling figures and decreased waste 

generation figures. The awareness campaigns in the region have assisted in reaching our 

goals. The Local Authority Prevention Demonstration Programme is spreading the news on 

waste prevention. The Replacement Waste Management Plan set out various targets and 

indicators to monitor progress and these are summarised in the following tables:- 

Table 7.1-Infrastructural timetable 

Infrastructure Public Private PPP Timetable for 
Procurement 

Progress End 
of June 2007 

Progress 
End of June 

2008 

Bring Banks Yes - - 

32 additional bring 
banks provided 
throughout the 
Region by 2009 

11 additional 
bring banks 

No additional 
Bring Banks 

Recycling Centres Yes Possible Possible 

8 additional sites by 
2010 (must accept 

Household 
Hazardous waste, 
WEEE and Green 

Waste) 

2 Additional 
sites 

1 additional 
recycling 
Centre 

Green Waste Collection Yes Yes Possible 

All major Recycling 
Centres to accept 
green waste by 

2010 

Completed N/A 

Biological Treatment Yes Yes Yes 
2 Additional 

facilities for the 
Region by 2007 

No progress No Progress 

Thermal Treatment Facility No Possible Possible 
Commence 

procurement within 
Plan period 

No Progress Several 
interested 

parites 

Municipal Landfill  Yes Possible - 
Additional phases 

as required 
3 new phases 

completed 
Adequate 
Capacity 

Construction/Demolition 
Recycling 

Yes Yes Possible 
Recycling facilities 

provided for the 
Region by 2007 

No Progress 1 new 
Recycling 

Facility 

WEEE Yes Yes - 
All major Recycling 
Centres to accept 
WEEE by 2006 

Completed N/A 

Trial Reuse/Repair Yes Possible Possible 
One centre for the 
Region by 2007 

1 in situ No further 
progress 
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Table 7.2 Implementation Timetable(Minimum Targets) 

 
Waste 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 
Prevention & 
Awareness 

Awareness Initiatives on prevention and minimising household waste at least 2 per 
annum per local authority-Completed for Year 2 

Uncollected 
Waste Survey 

1 in 2006-2007 Completed  Planning one 
in 2009 

 

Collected 
Waste 

 Roll out  Organic Waste Collection-Revised Schedules set 

Materials 
Recovery 

Monitor and report annually on performance MRFs/Transfer Stations- no progress 

Hazardous 
Waste 

One Education Campaign for household per year –being prepared 
One Education Campaign for SMEs per year- completed 
 

Waste 
Statistics 

To develop an audit programme to verify data and conduct audits- verifications 
completed. 
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8.0 Conclusion 

The second annual report of the Replacement Waste Management Plan for the Limerick/Clare/Kerry 

Region shows substantial progress and significant achievements have been made in many areas 

some of which are highlighted below:- 

 

 Further Increase in Recycling Rates 

 Decline in waste arising per person 

 Increased Recycling infrastructure 

 Meeting national average WEEE targets 

 Many milestones reached in the LAPD Programme 

 Continued effective awareness campaigns 

 11 Green Hospitality Awards for Hotels & Restaurants 

 Significant interest in Thermal Treatment 

 

 
There is still many challenges facing the region some of which are highlighted below:- 

 

 Deferral of commencement of the segregated organic collection for household and business 

leading to a narrow time frame to achieve landfill diversion targets 

 Slow progress on developing Biological Treatment Facilities 

 Lack of suitable Bring Banks sites. 

 

Overall 2 years on and the local authorities in the region have pushed the programme forward and 

are planning to invest time and resources in the following areas:- 

 Awareness for business industry and households on introduction of the 3
rd

 bin 

 Notifying the public of their recycling achievements 

 Completing the Local Authority Prevention Demonstration Programme 

 Continued prevention awareness for business industry & housholds 

 Hitting the targets for the green hospitality awards 

 Additional recycling facilties 

 Ecnouraging the private sector to develop 

o C & D recycling facilities 

o Biological treatment facilities 
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o Thermal treatment facilities 

 Researching New thermal Treatment technolgies 

 Building on the continuous activities of the enforcement Units. 

 

There are still many targets to be reached over the final three years of the plan but it is hoped to 

continue to progress at the same rate in the Limerick/Clare/Kerry region. 
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